The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


“ YQ 
Vo 


TO CERTAIN SLANDEROUS STATEMENTS 


OF 


R. H. WEIGHTMAN ; 


WITH: AN EXPOSE 


OF THE 


DUPLICITY OF THAT GENTLEMAN’S COURSE IN RELATION TO 
NEW MEXICO, 


BY J. L. COLLINS. 


SANTA FE: 
J. L. COLLINS & W. G. KEPHART, PRINTERS. 
MDCCCLII. - 


BLS 


REPLY, Koe. 


To the Citizens of New Mexico : E 


There are several communications and letters from. R. 
H. Weightman, now in-circulation in this Territory, among 
the Mexican people, which seem to demand some notice 
from me. | 


I was desirous to obtain copies of all these papers, but I. 
have not been able to do so, and I would here remark, . 


that of all the slanderous ‘and mandacious communications 
put into circulation by Weightman against the citizens of 
this Territory, not a copy has ever been sent to any one of 
the persons ‘who have been the subjects of his scurrilous 
abuse. 

This, however, will not surprise any one who hag made 
the acquaintance of the man. He is well known to prefer 
sending his missiles from a dark corner, rather than come 
forth like a magnanimous opponent, and court a reply.. 
This, of all things, is what he most fears, and he would be, 
glad that his papers could never reach the hands of those 
who-can detect and expose their falsehood. | 

Among the papers referred to, is a communication writ-. 
ten and published in St. Louis, now about a year since, 
ever the signature of Weightman himself. I was in St, 
Louis at the time this paper was prepared for the press, and 
fortunately knew. much of its history and origin. It was 
supposed to be, and doubtless was, written by a young man 
by the name of McKinzie, who was some time in Santa Fé, 
and -w4s taken to‘St. Louis, as appears from his letter be- 
low, to aid in concocting this famous letter, now being so 
industriously circulated through this Territory. = ` 

Weightman and- McKinzie,xeached St. Louis about the 
lst of November, and were froin that time until about the 
12th. of that month closely -closetted at the “Planters 
House,” and the paper.under. consideration, and another 
enel “Maox,”. were: the resglt of thei igbors. Trom 

eKinzie’s statement, however, it. would appear that the 
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had the aid of other functionaries from our Territory. But 
here is his letter to me, exposing this detestable combina- 
tion : 


ST. LOUIS, MO., 
10TH ’NovemMBER, 1851. 
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te 


J. L. Corrs, Esa. : 

In reg rd to the letter supposed to have been written by me over the 
signature of ‘‘Mackx,” I have only to say, that the letter does not speak my 
sentiments in regard to the affair, nor the'truth The assertion in regard 
to the man that was «t Albuquerqte is untrue, the ‘statement iu reference 
te Skinne:’s death is untrue. having been taken from an ex-parte statement 
‘of D. V. Whiting to Mj. Weightman. 

Look at the discrepancy in the evidence. The letter referred te con- 
tains the sentiments of Judge Baker, Maj. Wingfield, and Maj- Weight- 
mat and was published with their approval, and by some of thentré- 
vised. . - p 
, Mj. Wingfield brought me down ta St. Lonis to be a toad in the hands 
of him and the others, and then shamefully left me to the world without 
Money or frends. ; ` 5 


Kai 


Yours always and ` 3 
truly, i Aa aed 
ARCHIBALD McKINZIE. 


It will be-noticed that McKinzie mentions but one of the 
communications written by him for Weightman. The 
other, now in cireulation in this Territory, had not then 
been published, and he hal reason to believe it would not 

` be, as the Editors-of the Repub'ican had objected to it, on 
‘*account of its scurrility. It would seem from the facts, as 
they have since been developed, that Weightman drew upon 
his own reservoir of falsehood and malignity for the contents 
of this letter, but the duty of giving it a grammatical ar- 
rangement was submitted to MeKinzie, as he was doubtless 
much beter qualified for that department of the business.: 
` Tt seems, too, trom the frequent re-productions of this 
paper by Weightman, that he is much pleased with McKin- 
zie’s style of composition. He has published ,some five- or 
six editions of it since it was first written.. First we : have 
"itin the St. Lonis Repub/tean of November, 1851, after- 
wards he produced it in the House of Representatives; and 
 attémpted to read it to: the members of that'body.... He'thén 
again re-published it’in a -pamphlet which ` he’ styles ‘his 
Speech,” (but: which was, more generally régarded in 
. Washington as his abortion: and lastly, we find it ina 
` Spanish dress, circulating in all parts of-our Territory! © 
“A docurnent so much’ prized: as this famous, publication 
seems to be by its worthy god-father, should’ have been at 
Beast paid for. “Thelaborer”® was: certainly: “worth /of 
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hishire,” but poor “Mires after he hal done tho dirty 
work of his quandam friend, was perhaps told Ly Weight- 
man, as he once told a woman in this Territory, when he - 
left her in the morning, “Gop WILL Pay you!” 

I might refer to this communication in detail, and expose 
its utter want of truth, but that would be superfluous—it 
has been condemned as falsa by the man. who wrote it, as 
well as by every person acquainted with the affairs of New 
Mexico, and it cannot therefore be worthy of further notice. 

Another paper I find in circulation among the Mexican 
people, is a letter in Spanish, by Weightman, and addressed 
to D.‘ Miguel Pino, and D. Hilario Gonzales. This paper, 
allow me to say, is, like Weightman himself, not very in- 
telligible, evidencing either a disease of the mind, or ‘rooms 
to let in the upper story.” I-am therefore willing to give 
Maf. Weightman full eredit for its authorship. He tells 
Messrs; Pino and Gonzales such a stery as we would ex- 
pect from an old woman. who fancied. herself persecnted-and 
slandered by all her neighbors. Fhe letter has neither dig- 
nity of style nor sentiment, to recommend it, to say nothing 
of its unblushing falsehoods. ae RE. E 
” -But one object could have been intended by the publica- 
tion of such a paper, and that was, to.make the breach ag 
wide as possible between.his own..countrymen and the 
Mexican people. For. this object, it is well known. he has 
labored for the last three years, with. a zeal and industry 
worthy of a holier cause. Had our Delegate besg»wed one 
‘half of: this industry and zeal upon the interests of the Ter- 
ritory, and in the discharge of his duties,as a representative 
of those interests inthe National Assembly, the nine months 
of Congress would not have passed. -away without the pas- 
sage of a single law for the benefit ofthis constituents. 

‘The Delegate tries to induce Messrs.: Pino and Gonzales 
to believe, that myself and others. from this Territory, had . 
done nothing in Washington but abuse him and our Mexi- 
can fellow-citizens ; but allow.me to „inform those gentle- 
` men that he who could spend his time in abusing, Weight- 

man in Washington, would be- engaged in the smallest 
possible business imaginable. . An: £ trast- my Mexican 
friends will require other evidence than, a statement from 
-Weightman himself, before they believe I have spent. my 
time in abusing them. = E ee 


à 
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I have been a resident of this Territory and the Mexiear 
| States, more or less, for the last twenty-five years, and:the 
. people can judge of my: acts, for this. long series of yearaj 
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compare them with Weightman's statement, anA . decide 
with what justice or propriety I can be rezar.led as an ene- 
my of the New Mexican people. I trust it is now too late 
in the day for a tinkering politician of mere mushroom 
growth in this Territory, and who has, (as I shall show 
presently.) always been the sworn enemy of the Mexican 
people, till he found his own ambitious ends could be ad- 
vanced by courting their frien-lship,—I trust, I sav, that it 
is now too late for such a man, by his mere declation, to 
convince the people of this Territory that Ae is their only 
friend, and all who oppose him are ther enemies. 

This modest individual informs Messrs. Pino ani Gonza- 
les that those “enemies,” as he styles myself and others, 
prevented him from obtaining any legislation for the Terri- 
tory. Permit me to suggest that the Delegate male a con- 
fession here of more than he intended ; for, clothed af he 
was, with the dignified title of “the Delegate of New Mexi- 
co,” he must have heen greatly wanting in those character- 
istics necessary to give dignity and influence to his position, 
if a few private citizens could paralyze all his efforts and 
prevent him from accomplishing any thing in legislation. 

But it would perhaps be hard to fin] another individual 
_ 80 lost to all sense of shame, as to publish, over his own sig- 
nature, so monstrous an absurdity. He should have inform- 
ed those gentlemen what laws he had prepared, the passage 
of which was prevented by those incorrigible “enemies” of 
the Mexican people! 

Did he prepare a law providing for an appropriation of 
money for the establishment of schools in New Mexico? No, 
not that. Was it to provide an appropriation to establish a 
Work-House, or Penitentiary, for the use of the Territory ? 
No, not that. Was it to obtain an appropriation for im- 
puns the roads in the Territory? No, not even that. 

hat measure was it, let me ask, which those ‘‘enemies” 
of the Mexican people prevented this indefatigable and skill- 
ful legislator from having passe for the beneit of his con- 
stituents ? l 

At the date ofhis letter to Messrs. Pino and Gonzales, 
Congress had been in session nearly seven months, and it 
acems from his own statement, that nothing hat been done 
for the benefit of the Territory. and he makes the modest 
excuse that it was all owing to the “enemies” of the Mexi- 
can people, that it had not been done. ; 

Amongst the mass of information the Delegate has giv- 
-@n Messrs. Pino anl Gonzales, in this interesting document, 
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he has failed to inform them of the part he took in the de- 
bate on the boundary between Mexico and this Territory. 
Perhaps it was the “enemies” of the Mexican people who 
prevented him froni being in his seat when that question 
was under consideration! Orit may be that the question 
of boundary was not one of sufficient interest or importance 
to his constituents, to demand his attention! Or, still fur- 
ther, it may be that at the time of this debate, he was cn- 
ged in writing this important ‘State Document’ to Messrs. 
Pino and Gonzales, under a deep conviction that the salva-- 
tion of the Delegate’s reputation was a matter of infinitely 
* amore consequence to the people of New Mexico, than the 
loss of seven thousand square miles of their territory, con- 
taining a population of nearly three thousand souls!! The 
question may be answered by referring. to the date of this 
letter and that of the debate in question. 
* Tam desirous to do this industrious and astute legislator 
full justice. I-will therefore refer to one measure, proposed 
by him, that received his, undivided attention, throughout 
the entire nine months of the session of Congress and which 
he managed with as much skill as his limite Capacity could 
bring to bear upon it. I mean the’ law providing for the 
distribution of arms among the people of the Territory, for 
their protection against the Indians. 
He seemed to think the future interests of the Territory 
depended upon the adoption of this law. Indeed he indue 
ed the Secretary of War to believe that it was all the Ter- 
retory required for protection, and that it would not only 
ive ample protection to our citizens, but would save the 
eneral Government the heavy expenses of giving us pro- 
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tection by a regular force. 
I must confess I am at a loss to perceive how this saga- 
‘cious Delegate expected to benefit his constituents by the 
passíge of this law. The expenditures of the army in New 
Mexico, although large, have been no serious evil, or great 
loss to the General Government,” but-if those expenditures 
‘were entirely withdrawn from the Territory, it would ‘un- 
-questionably be very seriously felt by all classes of our .citi- 
zens. We may judge somewhat of the calamitous results — 
that would follow, from the fact. that even a partial with- 
drawal of those expenditures has, in one year, entirely pros- 
trated. all the business interests of the Territory. hat, 
then, would be the result, were they entirely. withdrawn, as 
suggested by Weightman ? is a 
Thus we find this wise Solon industriously laboring with 
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may save a few dollars to the General Government, by. ta- 
king the very breal from the mouths of his needy ,constitu- 
énts { X l Dor nn: | 
~ But let us examine this Jaw a little further. Yon send 
Weightman to Congress as your Delegate, to represent your 
enterests, anl one of the most important duties expected of 
him, is, to obtain protection for the lives and property of 
our citizens against the Inlians. The gentleman is liberal 
with his promises, before his election, but what does he do 
afier his election, when he gets to Washington ? os 
He asks the passage of this law, and tells the Secretary of 
War, and the members of Congress, that this is all you 
need for protection, and if alopted, will save the expense 
of keeping trocps in the Territory ! og 
Thus it is, atter you have been promised protection, 
year after year, against the In‘lians, after you have been 
despoiled of your property until you have scarcely any 
left in the Territory, you are to be insulted by your own 
Delegate, by having a gun thrust into your hand, and 
eing told to protect yourselves. : 
But let us examine the law in view of the protection. it 
is to afford to our citizens. It provides first, that there 
shall be an organization of the Militia, under the Act of 
the Legislature of the Territory, by the provisions of: which, 
it’ will be recollected, all persons are to bə enrolled, over 
a certain age, masters and peones, and formed into com- 
anies. : - 
When this is done, the Captains of companies are to`re- 
ceive the ‘arms intended to be distributed, under 
the order of the Governor, provided they givé bond with 
approved security for the faithful preservation and return 
of the arms, when demanded. o 
Now let us supposə thə companies to be organized, as 
contemplated by this law,—each man` belonging ‘to those 
companies is entitled to a gun, for which the Captain is 
responsible to the Government. a Pee eee 
‘And now let us suppose the Indians to make .a descent. 
upon the settlement, an l run off the property of the’ citi- 
zens. Those comyanies are expected to be called togeth- 
er, and the arms distributed to,tham. This done, how are 
they to pursue the Indians ? een A 
- -They have no horses, no ‘saddles, and many of them, 
pérhaps, not even a bay of atole for, as I have said,, afl 


‘aro. to be enrolled, ricli'and poor, master anil servant. `~ 


the Secretary of War to procure the passage of a Jaw that 
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Again, let us suppose the Delegate himself to be. present 


. in his high and distinguished capacity of “Major. Gener- 


al of the Militia !” what could he do with a set of men on . 
foot, without provisions or money to procure them? How 
many Indian scalps, suppose ye, he would bring home, as 
the trophy of his “Indian expedition!” or 

But a more serious objection, if possible, to this law, is, 
tliat it would ruinously interfere with the farming interests . 
of the people. The companies are expected to be always 
ready fur service. When a call is made, every man must 
obey the summons, whatever may be his other business, or 
jay himself liable to the penalty of the law. Let us sup- 
pose a call to have been made for service, then, when they . 
are planting their crops,—they would be expected to leave 
every thing and go in pursuit of the Indians. In this way 
not only one farmer, but a multitude of farmers, may be 
deprived of the whole crop of the season; and they have no 
assurance that the same thing may not recur again the next 
season, and, indeed, each successive season, 

And such is the law for the passage of which this wor- 
thy Delégate labored for nine months, and he would now 
have the people believe it did not pass on account of the 
opposition of myself and others, as if its dwn stupidity were 


. not sufficient to kill it without any other help! It is not 


true, however, that even this law, with ‘all its absurdities 
and imperfections, met with opposition from either my 
friends or myself. My opinion was asked in reference to 
it, by several members of Congress, and I told them what 
I now believe to be the case. that it wonld prevent use- 
ful legislation being had for the defence of the Territory, 
that we so much needed. 

But before concluding this part of my subject, allow me. 
to call the attention of my Mexican friends to the fact, that 
the interests of our Territory seem to have been entirely 
‘neglected by the Delegate, in his great desire to curtail the 
expenses of the army. | 

He stated in the Honse of Representatives, that he had 
reduced the expenditures in New Mexico, ten thousand dol- 
lars per day! I-think his constituents will fail to see how 
they are to be benefitted by this saving to the Government. 
This is a Jarge amount to be withdrawn from the daily cir- 
culation of money: in a Territory. so destitute of other re- 


Sources as ours, and will sufficiently account for the present 


„great depression in businéss and the want of prosperity, ey- 
ery where visible amongst -our people. 
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Had the Delegate given us any thing in return for this 
loss in the finances of the Territory, it would have been par- 
donable, Lut we get nothing—not a single appropriation for 
any of the important objects so much needed by our citi- 
zens. 

I do not intend. to be understood as believing that the peo- 

le of this Territory cannet dif. nd it against Indian inyas- 
lon—my objection lies only against the plan proposed by 
Weightman. Had he obtained the passage of a law provi- 
ding for the organization of one regiment of Mounted Mexi- 
can Voluntecrs, under officers appointed by the Governor, 
and placing the regiment under the pay of the Un.ted States, 
as other volunteers have been, to act auxiliary to the pres- 
ent regular force, my life for it. the Indians wonld be chas- 
tised and piace and s: curity restored to the Territory, in the 
next twelve months. 


But the Delegate is so anxious to economize tor the Gen- ` 


eral Government, that he is not willing to allow his “Mex- 
ican friends” any portion of the millions of dollars expend 
ed annually by our Government in supporting the army in 
places not halt so destitute and unprotected as our own Ter- 
ritory. 

In this letter to Messrs. Pino and. Gonzales, Weightman 
has labored t> discredit his own countrymen with the Mex- 
ican people, and to induce them to believe that Ae is the on- 
ly American friend they have, and that he has even found 
it necessary to engage all his timein defnding them against 
those he is pleased to style their ‘* enemies,” cven to the ex- 
clusion of his legislative duties. Ifthe Mexican people can 
believe this, they would find little difficulty in believing that 

“Jonah swallowed the whale! 
I wish now to cxamine the Delegate’s acts, since he first 


came into this Territory, and see how they. will sustain his. 


constantly repeated professions of friendship., for, after all, 
the actions of men are the best test of their friendship. We 
will first examine his conduct in the Spring of 1850, when 
the attempt was made to extend the laws and jurisdiction of 
Texas over a part of this Territory. TF 
Where was this ‘“fricud of the Mexican people” then 
found, in that. most trying hour in the history ofthis Terri- 
tory? Wag ha found working with the friends of N. Mezi- 
€O, or co-operating with her enemies? Did he not attempt 
` to inflict an organjzation upon this Territory “contrary to 
law and justicé,” and odious to every Mexican within ite 
limits! Had he not an armed force of ruffiang at his back, 
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to prevent, and did he not prevent, any action being taken, 

‘by the Mexicans, to prevent the detestable organization he 
was trying to force upon them? Did he not cause the pres- 
ent Hon. Facundo Pino to be drawn from the plaza, wher 
che attemp,ed to address his countrymen upon the subject of 
this orzanization ? Is it not also true that ifthe Hon. Fa- 
eundo Pino had persisted in speaking on the plaza, on the 
day alluded to, that he would hae been dragged from the 
stand, and perhaps assassinated by ruffians sed on by Weight- 
man ?And is it not a singular fact, that the Hon. Facundo 
‘Pino has, from that day to the present, hugged Weightman 
to his bosom as his most cherished friend, while has, at the 
same time, denounced those friends who stood by him with 
t heir lives, in that hour of his trial and peril! And is it 
not also srue, that Weightman, at the very time he was try- 
ing to force the Texas organization upon the Mexican peo- 
ple, acknowledged that the claim was an imposition, and 
that she had no right to any portion of our Territory? 

Does any person doubt that Weightman’s sole object in 
trying to force this odious organization upon us, was in view 
of an office he was to receive under the Government of Texas ? 
Before I proceed further with this inquiry, allow me to in- 
troduce the following resolution, believed to have. been 
written by Weightman, and which was passed by a meeting 
over which he presided: ` 

“2nd. Resolved, That although we reject the claim of 
Texas to assert a civil jurisdiction over us, as being tnfound- 
` ed in law or justice, yet the question of submission to her 
authority is one solely of expediency.” . 

Permit me to ask the Mexican people in what th’s expe- 
diency consisted? If the claim of Texas was “unfor nded in 
law and justice,’ what made it expedient to submit to it? 
Would not every true friend of New Mexico rather have 
resisted such a claim to the last extremity? No person can 
doubt, who was conversant:with the events, that the whole 
. matter of expediency with Weightman, was in view of the 
office he was to obtain under the Government of Texas. 
This “friend of the Mexican people” was ready then to sell 
-them and their Territory for the trifling consideration of 
office to gratify his own petty ambition, and who can doubt 
that he would do so again, if the same end could be gained 
“by his treachery ? 

exicans, this is no fiction—it is a part of the h7stoty of 
this Territory, known to yourselves, and known to be trve. 

But there is a private leaf in the history of these events, 
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not yet known to Weightman’s “Mexican frienls.” It will 
be found in the followin z extract from th report of Major 
Neighbors, the agent of Texas, who was sent into this: Ter- 
ritory to consummate this organization: ; 

“The party most favorable to the organization were- the 
original State party. | , = 

A few evenings after my arrival at Santa Fé, I meta 
considerable party of g.ntlemen, | rincipally of that party, 
amongst them some of the most distinguished members of 
the bar, for a consultation on the subject of organization. 

“At the same time that they were willing to go into an 
organization, and pledge themselves to carry the vote of 
what is now Santa Fé county, they were decidedly of the 
opinion that it would be necessary for the State (Texas) te 
send a military force, before she could exercise jurisdiction. 

“The party proposing to organize are of course, under the 
opperations of the existing government, in the minority, and 
the organization would have been partial anq incomplete. `. 

NEIGHBORS.” 

At the meeting referred to in the above extract, Weight- 
man was present, and was one of the members of the bar 
alluded to, anq one of the persons who consented to an or- 
ganization which he knew to be contrary to “law an4 justice.” 

e not only consented to the organization, but pledged him- 
self to carry the vote of Santa FE county in favor of it. 

Now let me ask the Mexicans how this was to be done? 
Weightman knew when he made this pledge that there was 
not one Mexican with’n the limits of New: Mexico who was 
in favor of submitting to the claim of Texas, or who, would 
vote for the organization. How, then, was he to carry the 
vote of Santa Fé county? . It could only be done by brow- 
beating and over-awe:ng the pcople into submission, by the 
aid of his armed band of Texans who drove the Hon. Facun- 
do Pino from the plaza. With these Weightman intended 
to take possession of the polls, and thus by force secure the 
vote of Santa Fé county. : 

‘But this is not the worst feature in this nefarious bargain 
and sale. This “friend of the Mexiuan people” advised the 
use of an armed force of soldiers, to sustain the jurisdiction 
of Texas over our Territory, contrary to “law and justice;” 
or in other words. to sustain him in the adm nistration of 
tho laws of Texas, by au-hority of the office of Judge, which 
he was to receive under that governmen'’, Te was willing 
tosell his neighbors and friends—sell the Mexican ‘people 
and their Territory—betray them into the power of an arm- 
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ed- force, or subject them to the horrors of a bloo ty and re- 
Íentless war, for the paltry consideration of an office! 

And now, Mexicans, let me ask, if this man is worthy of > 
your confidence? Do you—can you doubt, if he could ser 
cure himself in his pr.sent position of delegate of this Ter- 
ritory, or any other position that would gratify his ambition, 
by selling you a second time, that he woulldde so} Doyou 
not see him waging an unnatural war against his own 
countrymen, .with a savage vin lictiveness' only. known to 
such men as himself, and simply because he fancies they 
have stood in the way of. his advancem.nt? What would 
you say of a Mexican who would take ap arms against his 
own countrymen, and abuse and vil.fy them, merely to make 
political capital amongst Americans? Would you not say 
that he had not only forfvited the confidence of all Mexicans, 
but that his numatural conduct mer.ted the contempt even of 
Amer, cans ? o, 

But-let us now inquire.what caused this wiry politician to 
change his tactics. At the time we have becn considering 
we find him leagued with a few desperate men,an 1 opposed 
to the univ-rsal voice of the Mexican people. But after the 
failure of Texas to organize her government over us, and 
there was no longer-a chance for an ofice from that quarter, 
we find the gentleman immediately accomp'ish'ng one of 
those feats of dexterity known in the circus-arena as somer- 
sauliing.”. He became at-once the sworn ‘friend of the 
Mexican people,” and arrayed against his own countrymen. | 
He had made an important discovery.. He had found that 
when the Mexicans were united (as they were) in opposition 
to the odious organization of-a Texas government over them, 
they could control the vote of the Territory, and that if he 
got an office by the popular will, he must court and flatter 
the native population. of the Territory. Mexicans, is not 
this true? Has he not from that time to the present, labor- ` 
ed to make the breach as wide and deep as poss: Lle, between 
yourselves and his own countrymen. He has done more to 
produce the present state of feeling that unfortunately exists 
between the Mexicans and Americans, than any other per- 
son now living. a . = TO 
' Should statements coming from such a source as this, be 
-entitled.to credit, when the actions: of those he assails are 
-known to yourselves to contradict his statements ? 
Did he not, after the failure of Texas tọ extend her juris- 
‘diction over us, urge upon Governor- Munroe the propriety’ 
_ot issuing. his proclamation, requiring a. convention to Be, 
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held on the West side of the Rio del Norte, preparatory tó 
a State organ:zat-on on lAa: sede ot the river, tins virtually 
surren lui.ng to ‘Texas all that part of the Territory Kest of 
the river? When Governor Matirog refusel to comply with 
his request, did he not urge upon fue Mexican peopke on the 
West sale of thie Rio del Norte, the propriety of making a 
State thovement, in defiance of Governor Munrve’s vijece- 
tion ? 

Did he not, after all this. deny to the Mexican podple that 
he hal any intentioe of surren lering to Foxas any part of 
our Territory, thus giving the He to his own acts? Now, 
let me ask again, can you trust such a man with the impor- 
tant duties of your delegate in Congress ? 

I des'rz now to say a few words upon a sibject which I 
feel to be a delicate one. I ain, with others, charged by 
Weightman wite stating, in a commmnication madle to the 
President of the United States, that the Muxican people ara 
not capable of self-goverrimisnt; or, in other worls, that the 
Mexican citizens of our Territory do not understand those 
rights guaranteed fo the people of the United States, as free- 
men, anl that nnder a government administered by them, 
Jhoss rights would not bz secure, . 

I have not a copy of the communication made to the Pras- 
ident, and do not now recollect the language usce in rela- 
tion to the Mexicans. I take it for granted, however, that 
Weightinan has distorted, misconstrued and -misinterpreted 
the language, a3 he has done every thing else,in relation to 
the affairs of New Mexico. I expect soon to receive a copy 
of this communication, when I shall publish ift Spanish sack 
parts of it as relate to the Mexican people, and they can then 
judge for themselves whether I have done them injustice. 

My opinions in reference to the qualifications of the Mex- 
` ican people for self government, are formed from the expe- 
rience of more than twenty-five years of a most constant 
intercourse with them. That opinion is honestly enter- 
tained, and when I have had occasion to express it, I 
have done so, with no intention of wounding their pride 
- as a people. Nor would I willingl« hurt the feelings of 
any of my Mexican friends, and [ havs reason to believe 
Ihave many of'them in this Territory. 

I honestly believe if any thing is done for the benefit 
of New Mexico, by the Government at Washington, it 
' cao only be obtained by representing their trne condition, 

fearlessly and honestly. ee 

I know there is a-respectable nuniber of Mexican gen- 
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tlem:n in Santa Fè, as well as other parts of the Territos 

, who are mih of intelligence—much more so than-my- 
self—and who dre not only gualified for self government 
but are competent to govern this Territory. but these do 
not. constitute the peeple of New Mexico. When we speak 
of the people, we mean to be understood fo speak of the 
mass of the people, subject to the laws of that goverement, 
admitting always; that there are many exceptions to th_rule. 
_ Before I proceed further with this subject, allow me to 
refer you tothe following extract of a letter from a high- 
ly respectable and intelligent English gentleman, who has 
lived many years in the Mexican States, an:l much of the 
time in Chihnahna where he was well known to many of 
the citizens of this Territory. 

This gentleman I know cherishes the most kin ly feeling 
for the Mexican people—they have no better nor more de- 
voted friend, and no one would be more unw-lling to do 
them injustice, or to wound their pride as a people. 

I met this gentleman the past winter in Washington, and 
knowing his intelligence ahd long acquaintance with. the 
people of Mexico, I addresséd him a letter, propoun ling a 
number of questions relative to Mexico. The following is 
his reply: >` f 


WASHINGTON, 27TH, Dxe.. 1851. 


“Jas. CoLLINS, Esq : 

Dear sir, 

I have before me your favor of the 23d inst., to which I will reply to 
the best of my abilities. : : 

_ In regard to the first question contained in the letter referred to, I be- 
lieve that there can be but one opinion respecting it. The masses of the 
Mexican people are not capable of self government, and I do them no in- 
justice in saying so, such being the fact. and st the same time the positive 
conviction entertained, not only by ali intelligent foreigners residing in that 
country, but also by the majority of well-informed Mexicans .heimselves. 

Need I add, that fur a people to govern themselves. they require many 
indispensable qualities zs a basis upon which to found their government ; 
which qualities are al ne the result of practi:al experience, and that durin 
‘a series of years, and more often of generations. none of which essentia 
qualifications are found in the masses of the Mexican people, «nd cannot 
‘be found, until such times as the moral and. political institutions of the 
country undergo a thorough and effective change. 

Doubtless, should this fall under the eye of any one unacquainted with 
the frue condition of things in that country, I shall run the risk of being 
considered an exsggerator, and one unfrienuly to Mexico; but probably 
they, will not Took at it:sé skeptically when I telt those pties tht what 1 
„have said, and am about to state, is bucked by the Jamentable history of 
‘upwards of thirty years’ of various- experiments and contrivances at new 
- forms of government, and more than six hundred revoluions, all of which 
“have turned out disastrous failures, and have only tended to plunge the 
eountry deeper and deeper into misery and confusion, and make more dis 
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tant the day when the light of civ.! ant religwus Liberty shall dawn upon 
thein. 

- Before entering upon the su ject of your second inguiry. allow me to 
rem rk, that the uverthern prov aces vf Mexico aave nt so freq-iently Felt 
the oscilla:iows and suocks of puatival tise rd, as the centr} and southern ` 
porti n of that Republic, 1f we excep: the Depatment of ‘P.niauiipas, 
which has suffered many and severe Diows, 

We can’t, however. nuiw.tastaniing this £ vourable cireumstance, per- 
ceire th t they, the Northern Provia es, have mate any atvances, socrally 
or politically 3 nor are the must inpevative of huiman wants any better 
supphed there, than in less favored sections of toe country, and where 
political earth yutkes a e Eor ever yawning to salistv one or other aspirant 
i power, or to ad hin to his plunder as the case may need, or his f- ncy 

ictate. 4 : 

Many reasons may be assigned, however, to account for this inert and 
seeming piradoxi al state of things; one, and a powerful one, being a 
very Sparse ani rapidly deciining pepuiation bourty thinned by the cruel 
bloody. and :eientiess war, waged azainst ther families, their property and 
their homes, by the marauding savage tribes living near their borders, who 
by the firebrand and hatchet lay waste everything that comes within the 
reach of their i2 °rciless and barbarous grasp ! 

Another, and wich [ can but regard .s the source of avery large 
amount of the evils of waich tiat beawiful country with its m-ny kind- 
hearted iahabt n's, hasto otmplain of is, P ies craf , that fatal error un- 
der which so many bead, that patieat and untiring enemy to intellect, that 
saps the humen mind of ifs energie-, and ren ters it a p ostrate slave at the 
feet of its victors. Tui is one c use of the n tions weakness, and which 
nothing but a liberal, mental cuhure ever did, or ever can, stand up 
against. 

PHere then we have the primary canse of the masses of the Mexican 
people being too ignorant to understand their rights as freemen, and the 
true me niez of suffrage. _ 

Mental freedom is unknown amongst them; in ether words, they ure 
not permitted to think and act without first consulting their sacerdotal 
rulers, who move them when, where. and how they please. Knowing 
this to be the cave, I have never been at a loss to understand the repuge 
nance manifested by the masses on all occasions of approaching elections, 
and | am satisfied th t they would rather piy awıy their hard e rned 
money. than be compelied or required to vote for some new and untried 
oppressor, which is the only certain Feature of the affair, I have known 
the question to be frequently asked, “what am I to do with this paper they 
have given to me?” mean ng an election ticket, and that very recently, 
too, and this occurs in a Republic eslablished already upw rd of 30 years. 
Considering the truly primitive condition of the people nd their intellez- 
tual deficiency, you will probably not be surprised if I tell you, that in 
my firm belief there is not 10 per cent. of the entire popul tion of the 
northern departments, that have any knowledge even of the first rudiments 
of a simple school education, aud a much less number of them, I am fully 
Panto: comprehend the ‘responsibility of exercising the right of suf- 

rage 

The education given to the masses is of a nature by no means calculated. 
to elevate their minds or expand their intellect. Beyond that of an ordi- 
nary spelling-buok, of a very inferior class, nothing is to be found in their 
Age but the hives of saints, or some book of abstruse and unintelligible 

ogm s. 

in respect to the number of individuals acquainted with, or possessing «a 
knowledge of, the form of their own government, or that of any other, it 
is surprisingly small, an’ truly I am. Imost afraid to venture an opinion 
respecting it 3 five per cent, however, would ce: tainly comprise the whole, 
and probably be an excess of what really exists; more than that it cere 


tainly is not. o 9 
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A may add, that fhe people take, very little interest as to.who rules them,’ 
and much less is thought of the form of government under which they, 
are to live. ‘They know that their only Jot will be oppression, under any’ 
Set ** 4 Bs Se. id x CE + . . = ° 
eircumsiance. and therefore it is quite -indifferent.to them what name it: 
bears, or who wields the power, the amount is the same, and the load never 
gets lighter by the-change, nor is their condition less unhappy. 


. 1 » 


-The lack of general and,useful information .on matters: and things so 
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much felt: throughont Mexico, is not from any want of capacity to receive 
instruction, onthe contrary, -they Jeara, with great facility, aud. become 
yery intelligent and bright men. when educ. ted, as most of the upper class 
öf people «re, at the colleges in the principal cities. But it arises from . 
the very inefficient and circumscribed mode of teaching, and the amount 
of time daily wasted in devotional exercises, and in loading their youthful 
minds wi h dogmas and spiritual terrors, preparatory to-the ultimate men- 
tal slavery t: which they are doomed. The upper classes are by no 
means such dupes to ecclesiastical tyranny as those of the paor and igs 
norant, and I must tn conclusion say, that few people on earth could c m- 
are with them in a social point of view had they the adv ntage of re- 
pose, and the blessings of political and religious liberfy such as we our- 
selves enjoy. ° 
s s "e # © # „$ + d O. + s * 6 
-Now let me ask any intalligent Mexican if what is said in 
the above extract is not trwe? And if-so, does it not justify 
everything that was said to the President on this subject ? 
Perhaps you will say, “O, yes, we know it’ to be true, but 
we do not wish it to be told.” But why not tell it? If it 
‘be true, it is certainly a very great calamity, and one which 
ought to be very speedily remedied; but is not likely to be 
s0, unless it be made-known to ‘those who can apply the 
remedy. : a 
-When-the true condition of this- Territory is honestly and 
faithfully represented -at Washington, I feel confident that 
‘liberal Appropriations will be made, in money, to improve 
‘the-condition of the people, and especially to educate the 
rising generation. And who will not almit this to be one 
‘of the most important duties that devolves upon the Gov- 
ernment in reference to-this Territory. ae 
< But allow me to be candid with my Mexican fellow-citi= 
zens. intend them no harm,in speaking thus plainly, and 
would not wound the feelings of the most sensitive, but-for 
‘a desite for their alvancenient. [.can-certainly have no 
motive in trying to make “enemies” of a people with whom 
T expect to'spen | tlie remainder of my days, and I will cer 
tainly never try to make them‘my friends or gain their con- 
fidence or support by flattery, or by giving them credit for 
“virtues they do not possess. Roa D paano y 
‘Let ‘us inquire, then, how far the history of New Mexico 
‘will justify the above’-extract. Go into any of the:-villagea 
of the Terr-tory, and you will find some intelligent men 
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but look at the great mass of- the people, an1 how many of 
them can give you an intelligible idea of the form of Qov- 
ernment under which thay live, or who un lerstand “the true 
meaning of sufirage ?” - i OaE 

. Another very strik’ng proof of the trath of the above ex- 
tract is to be fonn l in the events of the vear 1337, in this 
Territorv. At that tim: the offices of Governm nt were 
filled with som: of your most intelligent men, but the people 
charg2 them with corruption, anl you all know what was 
their fate. 

I know nothing about the charges pref-rred against those 
men, nor is it now my purpose to inquire into their truth or 
falsehood, but What I desire to say is, that the remedy ap- 
plied was nof such as should have been applied by a people 
who unlerstoo.! their rights as freemen. 

Bad men may, anl often do. get into offige, unler any 
form of Government, as wellin Republics as in Monarchies. 
But what is the proper remedy ‘to be applied under a Re- 
publican form of Government? The people should arise in 
their sovereign majesty, and by the exercise of the right of 
suffrage at the ballot-box, apply ‘the remedy, turn them out 
of office, and put bettar men in their stead. And this, let 
me say to my Mexican friends, should have been done in 
1837, and it woul have been done had the people of New 
Mexico properly understood their duty a3 citizens and free- 
men. 

After the events of 1837, what followed? The govern- 
ment passed into the hands of Governor Armijo. In al- 
luding to that gentleman, I intend no disrespect; on the 
contrary, I regard him as possessing those qualities which 
peculiarly fit him to govern, and I do not hesitate to say, 
that for the twenty-five years of my acquaintance with this 
Territory, he is the only man who has governed it. success- 
fully for any length of time ; and Iam sorry to believe that 
under his government the people were better contented, and 
more prosperous and happy- than they are now. | 

Need I ask what was the character of the government as 
administered by Governor Armijo? It is well known that 
all power centred in him—Executive, Legislative, and Ju- 
dicial. Nothing was left for the citizen, and he ruled with 
a Supreme sway only known to the autoeracies of Europe. 
Can any stronger evidence be produced of the fact, that a 
‘people do not understand self-government, or their own 
rights as freemen, than to see them tamely submitting to 
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despotic rule, and this, too, when they have belonged to a 
Republic for nearly thirty years ! 
Permit me to refer to another fact that is connected. with 
a later period, and then I will leave this part of my subject, 
for I take no pleasure in alluding to these events. Govern- 
ments are established for the seeurity of the citizen in his 
rights of person and property. But no government can be 
maintained without incurring some expense, to dcfray which, 
each citizen must be willing to bear his just and equitable 
proportion in the form of taxation, in return for which he 
receives the protection of his government. 
- In a Republican form of government, or a government of 
the people, this tax is supposed to be a voluntary contribu- 
tion by the citizen, through the act of his representative 
ehosen by himself. Now when we see a people refusing to 
pay this tax—rcfusing.to bear a part in the necessary expen- 
ditures of Government, and controlling the legislation of the 
eountry to prevent the passage of laws for levying or collect- 
ing this neeassary contribution, and who are, at ‘the same 
time, paying over one tenth of their hard-earned property to 
their sacerdotal advisers, have we not aright to question 
the capacity of that people for self-government $ . 
- But I was told, in reply. to this fact, a few days since, that 
the Mexicans had never. paid. taxes, and that it would create 
great discontent to impose a tax on them now. He that 
cannot detect this error is not only unfit for self-government, 
- but he should be required to turm over into the hands of his 
wife the management of his own business. . 
How was the government supported under the Mexican 
rule., You all know that it was by.the duty or tax of $500 
to $700 levied on each wagon-load of goods intraduced into 
the country. What was the.effect of this duty, Did it not 
eause you to pay 30 to` 38 eents for a varra of manta. that 
_ you now get for 13 cents? Suppose your family to have 
_ eonsumed in one year, one hundred varras of manta, you 
would have .paid then from-$30 to $38 for what you now 
get for $13. This difference in price is found on all the 
articles consumed by a family, so that under the Mexican 
government, it is not. unreasonable to suppose that many 
families paid at least $100 per annum. for the support of their 
government hy this indirect tax, that now refuse to. be 
. taxed at all. 
- But why, let me ask, should it be so offensive to the 
Mexicans to be told that their people are not qualified for 
self-government 2 
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‘ Is not the same thing said of the French people, anq ad: 
mitted by very body to be true? Have not all their at- 
tempts at self-government proved unfortunate failures, end- 
ing in anarchy an l corruption? And yet among the French 
people are to be found the mast learned men in the world, 
but as a nation they want the qualifications an] adaptation 
for self-government. Anl itis belisve by many that ‘this 
want of a‘laptation would apply to nearly all the Govern- 
ments of Enrope. 

It was my desire to conclude this article without alluding 
to the late Governor Calhoun; that gentleman is now no 
more, an 1 we shonld tread lightly over his faults, althongh 
we know them to be mountain high. — 

Tiis opinions as to the capacity of the Mexican people for 
self-government, I presume may be alluded to without in- 
tending anv disrespect to his memory. 

What that opinion was, will be fon] in his correspond- 
ence, both private andl public, from the time he reached Sans 
ta Fé in 1849, until the enl.of the contest with Texas, im 
the attempt to extend her jurisdiction over our Territory. 

In that contest, Gov.rnor Calhoun, like Weightman, dis» 
covered who controlled the votes of the Territory, and from 
that time, or, very soon after, we fin] no more harsh or un- 
kind language in reference to the “native population.” 

I deem it unnecessary to quote his language, as it can 
now do no good. Iwill however say, that nothing has been 
said by any o‘her person that can be more offensive to the 
pride of the Mexican people. On one occasion, in a note 
to Governor Munroe, in reference to the election of mem- 
bers to the convention, then about to be held,.he stated, a> 
mong other complaints, that the Prefectthad appointed Mex- 
tcans as the judges f the election, in the precinct of Fesu- 
que, anil he denounced it as an “indignity offered to the 


‘American citizens of the Territory.” 


The same opinion in reference to this subject is well 
known to have been entertained by Weightman, although I 
can refer te nothing that he has written; yet.verbally it was 
expressed tine and again. With these gentlemen there was 
but one sentiment, one opinion, and they worked for but one 
object, and that their own elevation. ar bath, 

I cannot refrain from giving one extract from the corres- 
ponence of Governor Calhoun, for the information of the 
“Mexican citizens’ of our Territory, many of whom have 
been the most zealous and devoted supporters of himself and 
Weightman, The extract will be found in a letter tea gene 
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fleman in Washington City; dated Santa Fé, N. M:, March 
Gist, 1850, and‘is as follows: n., ° O, 


oad PER 4 ‘ Ss = cas ae A z Y 9 “ye aay Ta ~ ; 
“There are about 900 persons in this county who retained, the character 
of Mexican citizens under a psovision.vf the late treaty"-with ‘Mexico. -~ 
=" <A printed lit which L have, shows the’ name: of 2.250, such citizens 
zef Mexico, and they are beheved ‘to, be the most intelligent, weaithy, ated 
‘influential residents of the Territory, And the great mass of these are in 
_favor of nothing but ‘resistance to Texas, aŭd they have so munaged as to 
‘secre almo-t every’ Mexican in the Territory; mn ‘conceit of action with 
them 3; and this coalition is_inereased and controlled at this moment by the 
„whole civil power of the Territorial Government. - i , ; 
` Shonld these Mexicans from any catige become frenzied, the civil 
-Stithor ities may not then be abl >to control them, ant insurrection may 
wWaise’-its deformed head, and there will come an increase.of Indian 
tr: ubles. : ; ; 7 ; 
< “SItis unple sant to record these traths, arid if you do not wholly dist:ùst 
my conchisions, you will read st with paine 2 
- *+About two weeks since the Mexican. popniation in this conny. were rife 
„for msurrection, . nd a few American agitators could have deluged this city 
an blogs, seleriing victims ; the *military ‘force could not havé prevented 
Ii = ' a og 2 
_ SA few weeks since a large portion of the Mexicans were in favor ‘of.a 
_ St-te organization, and apposed to those who insisted upon demanding from 
` Congress a Teriitorial Government. he i 
“They are now to a man withthe Territorial party.. And why are they s6? 
- Because the ıignor?nt mess are made to believe, th t'Texas in extending © 
pher jurisdiction, designs to evslave them precisely in the seine way that the 
- negro race was subjected"in Texas. * * * * ° (a es 
Se ç =Æ €E ç &. * = “The controlling civil authorities can ine 
dnce the Mexicans at present to act as they direct. And it is hoped the 
Mexican excitement, urged-on by Mexican citizens, May not reach a wild 
~and ungovernable state.” l i 


Tt will be recollected by‘those whó'attended the first meet- 
“ing held at thé courthouse in- this city, on the evening of the 
: 16th of Mareh; 1850, for the purpose of adopting measurés 
+ tò prevent ‘the’ orgariization; attempted-by Texas, that-Govr- 
-ernor ‘Calhoun: did- not attend. - The following extract ofa- 

letter, dated Santa Fé, March 17th, 1850; to the same gen- 
-tman in: Washinston:: will explain the. interest felt in fa- 
“vor of ‘Texas’: 


EI donot Know ‘whether the morning of ‘the “17th is on; me or not, al- 

' though F haté so dated: above. But this Ido know,.my friends have not 
returned from thesmeeting . I haye heard that Judge Houghton. was inthe 

_ chair, arid Mr. Skinuer, who ledtes fr Wdshihpten’ on to-morrdw, andthe 
“ most'détermine”d ian? aid pétverserdemocrat of his-age,-is the: Master of 
Ceremonies, I ayyait further information.: Well; the: meeting came off, 
- but no vote. wasytaken. 1 inéJosé for generat informaticn, but fór thé'es- 
ponini edification of *Seridtors’ ditb ahd: Rakii ‘add the latter 1 kiv¥éw 

$ pai haa ago; the: resolutions:: proposed-by--thè alurèsaid. Mr. 
nner.” . 


-Iwill refrain from some remarks that are siiggésted in view 
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of the above extract. As I said above, Governor Calhoiin te 
now no more, and I feel no disposition, so far as he is con- 
cerned, to say any thing unkind, or that can in the least re- 
flect upon his memory. 

Two facts are, however, observable: first that there was 
then a gentleman among us, acting as the agent of Texas 
and the South, whose true character was not then understood 
or known to us, and that he was faithful in the discharge of 
his duties as such agent, is seen from the promptness with 
which the proceedings had by our citizens, to counteract the 
unholy purposes of Texas, were dispatched to his friends. 
The resolutions presented by Mr. Skinner, were hardly dry 
from his pen, before they were on the road to the Hons, 
Messrs. Houston and Rusk, Senators from Texas. 

Secondly, the “Mexican citizens” will observe the high es- 
timation in which they were held by these gentlemen. Be- 
cause they, with other citizens of our Territory, raised their 
‘ voice against the unjust claim of Texas. they were regarded 
as trying to excite a revolution and were ready to “deluge 
the city in blood, selecting victims I 

I have tried in the foregoing pages to present some of my 
reasons for believing that a large portion of the Mexicans 
of this Territory do not understand the true principles of 
self-covernment. . | 

To those reasons I can add the opinion of every inteligent 
Mexican in the Territory with whom I have talked on the 
subject. They all agree that the mass of their people must 
be initiated, must have a probation before they can proper- 
ly understand the true meaning and importance of exercising 
the right of suffrage. If then it is true, let us not want the 
courage to confess it, when its concealment can do us no 
good, and may do us harm. , TORU 

And, now, let me ask my Mexican friends one question. 
Suppose one of your own countrymen was to employ his 
time in sowing the seeeds of discontent between yourselves 
-and the Americans; that he "was constantly watching to 
eatch np every unkind word that might be said by any of 
them in an unguarded moment about their American ueigh- . 
bors, and carrying it in an exagerated shape to them, for — 
the purpose of making the two people enemies to each other, 
- what would you think of such a Mexican? Would you not 
-gpurn him from your presence as unworthy of your notice 
or confidence? Would not the contempt with which you 
would treat such a man bring him into discredit with the 
Americans ? ; ' a 
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And, now, let me ask you if this is not the case with 
Weightman ? l 

Has he not for the last three years thus engaged his time? 
Has he not by this course secured to himself the universal 
contempt of his own countrymen in this Territory ? 

Should statements then coming from such a source as this 
discredit a citizen that you have known for twenty-five years, 
and whose whole life gives the lie to those statements? - 

Iam not prepared to believe it. 

I have thus unfolded the schemes of some of the persons 
who have claimed to be citizens. of our Territory, and who 
have shared largely in -the confidence of the Mexican peo- 
ple, but who, I verily believe, have, by their selfish aims, 
done more to produce the present unfortunate state of things 
in this Territory than all other causes put together. Iam 
aware, and I regret to be compelled to record the fact, that 
the Government given to this Territory by the Congress of 
the United States, has not, thus far, met the expectations of 
the Mexican people, but I feel confident in assuring my Mex- 
ican friends that it is not owing to any defect or fault in the 
Government itself, but is entirely owing to its unfortunate 
and unwise administration. Under the judicious manage- 
ment of our present worthy chief.magistrate, I feel confident 
that such changes will be effected as will give satisfaction to 
all reasonable men. But allow me to say, that to effect this 
desirable end, we must all, as good citizens, lend our hea 
co-operation. No government can be well administered 
unless it has the honest and cordial support of the people. 
Let us then all, Mexicans and Americans, lay aside those 


unfortunate jealousies, those unkind feelings, that have been 


engendered among us by bad men, and unite as “American 
citizens” in giving our hearty and honest support to the ad- 
ministration of our government. 

Thus united we will secure the quiet and prosperity of our 
citizens. Thus united we will preserve our own integrity 
as citizens with one common object,—the advancement and 
prosperity of our Territory. 

J. L: COLLINS. 


Santa Fe, Nov. 1852. 
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